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Super Star Spellers at FMS   By: Lauren Kozubal 
 
 Congratulations to the winners of the 2nd Annual Franklin Middle School Spelling Bee, which took place on January 25, 2017, 
where 43 students earned the right to attend by winning in-class spelling bees. These talented students included, Osagie Akhagba, Juanita 
Anderson, Bertin Aparicio, Reyna Arya, Jack Aumack, Emily Ayala, Moshood Babalola, Khadija  Bangurah, Zyhirah Briley, Nathaniel 
Buck, Carlos Bustamante Lopez, Madison Castillo, Erick Castorena, Ikenna Eluwa, Joshua Garfinkel, Jude Gibson, Indigo Gilbert, 
Christian Hernandez, Kenneth Hiraldo, Victoria Iakoubova, Simran 
Kaur, Benjamin Keane, Lanae Llewellyn, Franklin Lu, Dhruvi Mehta, 
Kyrillos Mikhail, Nyiah Morton, Nyla Norman, Oliver Nuguid, Da 
Shaun Parks-Clark, Neil Patel, Coraima Perez, Seliah Rahman, Ny’za 
Roberts, Jean Simaj, Jacob Smith, Cairo Sol, Johany Solano, De’Jhon 
Thomas, Samantha Topacio, Brianna Wilson, and Khalil Woodruffe all 
qualified for the spelling bee. Thank you to Ms. Smith and Ms. Carpi for 
organizing the event, Mrs. Francis for pronouncing the words, and the 
eight staff members from around the building who judged the spellers. 
After seventeen rounds, the winners of the spelling bee were Dhruvi 
Mehta and Franklin Lu. They also competed at the Somerset Countywide 
spelling bee in Bridgewater on March 11th where they represented our 
school with pride, but unfortunately did not advance to the next round. 
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Meet the FMS Administrators    
  By Olivia Ayala and Grayson Krull 
Our reporters sat down with our “new” Vice Principals to learn more 
about them.	
Mrs. Karen Adams 
 Q:  What inspired you to become a Vice Principal?   
I had ideas that I felt would support the school community that I grew 
up in myself.   The schools in Franklin have always been community 
schools -- meaning that there were activities done by teachers and 
community based organizations and I know that my friends and I 
benefitted from that.  I want to create that same experience for others 
which has motivated me to go beyond the classroom level to a 
building-wide level, to collaborate with students, staff, and families.  

Q: What is the best thing about working at FMS so far? 
  I’m going to say the school community at large; including students, 
staff, and families. What I notice here is teachers enjoy volunteering to 
support students. The staff is very creative, and offers the best possible 
education for students, which I see in many ways. For instance, they 
attend professional development, they work late with students, 
volunteer for clubs, come to P.T.O meetings, and student 
performances. They are supportive which demonstrates our collective 
goal to raise students level of achievement.  
 Q: What do you plan to change here at FMS?  
My goal is to preserve and enhance the practices at FMS that support 
experiments that create positive outcomes for students preparing them 
for high school and beyond. 
   Q:  What words of wisdom do you have for students at FMS? 
In a few fleeting years, you will be young adults. Build your personal 
brand now. Ask yourself, “What do I want to be known for?” And that 
will help you advance toward your goal. Reflect on choices, and find a 
mentor who represents what you want to be. 
 
	

Mrs. Torrie Rumph-Hurd  
 Q:  What’s the best thing about FMS so far?  
The students and their energy -- just unbelievable energy -- it is 
just contagious. When I’m in the classrooms, I hear great 
conversations with each other and with staff. I also really like the 
passion that our staff shows for the students. 
 Q:  What inspired you to become a teacher? 
I would have to say my own children. I’ve kind of always had the 
pride of being a teacher. Always playing teacher when I was 
young, always holding classes and just really enjoy seeing people 
reach their fullest potential.  

Q:  What do you plan to change here at FMS? 
I don’t think I’m here to change anything. I’m here to build upon 
the culture that the staff and students have already developed.  

Q:  What do you want to encourage students to do and 
learn here at FMS? 
To do their best in general and to be successful socially, 
emotionally, and academically. If they give those areas everything 
that they have, they will love being a part of the FMS family. And 
those skills will positively affect  
their lives.  

 Q:  How is being a Vice                                         
Principal different from being a                                                    
teacher? 
As a teacher, you get to spend more  
quality time with students.  
Maybe 20 to 25  
students you get to impact. 
 But as a Vice Principal,  
you get to make an impact on the  
entire school community.    
 	



 

Loud Speaker Announcement Reflection  
By: Joshua Garfinkel  

   Josh is a 7th grade student who likes trains and 
busses.  His favorite food is pizza and he wants to be a 
bus driver when he grows up. 
 
Q: Josh, What made you interested in doing the 
announcements?  
A: I was listening on the loud-speaker to some good 
8th graders doing them, so I decided that I wanted to 
see what life was like speaking to the whole school.  
 
Q: Hey Josh, how did you feel when you did the 
announcements?   
A: Well, I was kind of nervous in the first place but 
then I got used to it.  
 
Q: And Josh, for how long did you get to make the 
announcements?  
A: I did them for four days in January, the 11th, 12th, 
13th, and 17th.  
 
Q: Do you think that you will do the announcements 
again in 8th grade? 
A: Of course, I hope somebody  
doesn’t take my place. I would  
be interested in doing both the  
AM and PM announcements.  
 	

Pom Poms Up For Cheerleaders  By: Holly Attanasio 
 
   Many people think that cheerleading is all about the uniforms, 
the makeup, and the bows, but for sure it is not. In order to be a 
cheerleader, you need to have confidence in yourself and your 
team. This year a new sport came to the table here at FMS -- 
cheerleading. Our coaches are Coach Amanda Murray, who is 
an 8th-grade math teacher, and Coach Mawiyah Holliman, aka 
“Coach Mo.” There are a total of 15 girls on the team 
representing both the 7th and 8th grades.  As a member of the 
team this past autumn, I can say that my teammates have all 
created such a great bond on the squad. Our cheer squad 
performed at both boy’s and girl's basketball home games. The 
whole squad works very hard to make the cheers and dance 
routines perfect. Cheerleading is such a great sport to build 
confidence in yourself and others. In fact, Coach Murray had 
said, “This is the first year that FMS has had cheerleading in a 
long time. The girls that were in the team were so excited to 
show their spirit for the FMS Knights. Coach Mawiyah and I 
have seen these girls grow tremendously throughout the 
whole season. Our goal for  
the season was for the girls to  
learn the basic skills of  
cheerleading and have fun.  
I would say the girls did  
exactly that, and much more. 
We couldn’t have asked for a 
better season with an amazing 
group of girls.”  
Also, while we’re having fun, 
We’re learning so much. I can't wait for the season next year.  
 

Training Champions On The Mat And For Life   By: Bri Luciano 
 
     Wrestling is a sport for the physically strong and the strong of heart. Here at FMS, our wrestlers wrapped up a 
tough season this past winter. These heroic athletes had a great time competing against other schools. The beauty of 
wrestling is that you can gain as much individual success as possible, regardless of how good or bad the team 
performs. According to wrestler Rodolpho Garcia, “The best part of wrestling is you get into a team and you win as 
a team, you lose as a team, and you learn as a team. As we progress as a team we become a family, that bond; that 
brotherhood which would last you a lifetime.” I really think this quote is amazing because there is no "I" in a team 
and that's what Rodolpho is clearly stating. The most motivating thing about this “family” is if the athletes receive 
any A’s on their assignments the coaches Mr. Crouse and Mr. Hamilton vowed to run and do push ups. According to 
Mr. Crouse, “The most rewarding part of coaching is taking an athlete who has no idea what they’re doing and 
seeing the excitement on their faces when they win and get their hand raised in victory.” When Coach Crouse was 
young, his dad used to motivate him by working out and running for him during football season, that’s where Coach 
Crouse got the motivation to do the same thing with his athletes. Not only are these athletes training for skills and 
fitness, but they are also training themselves to be champions on the mat -- and for life. Shout out to 8th grader 
Heidy Diaz, who assisted with being scorekeeper and recording all the team stats.  
 
	

	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t Shop for a Pet, Adopt a Pet! 
By Lauren Kozubal and Malinda Qian 
 
Do you love domestic animals? Well, good news! Earlier this winter, Ms. Auguste and Ms. Bandeira’s 
Genius Hour Classes collected donations for the Second Chance For Animals, Inc. that’s near the 
Franklin Township Public Library. They carry a variety of pets such as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits and 
ferrets. A massive thank you goes out to the generous students and staff who have donated items to our 
local animals. Here is the list of FMS donations: 
 
*Milkbone Dog Treats             *Purina Dog Chow Complete Adult  
*Baked Berkley Biscuits          *3 Blankets 
*Newspapers (for cat litter)      *Dog Bones/Toys 
*25 lbs. of Purina Cat Chow     *17.6 lbs. of Kibbles ‘n’ Bits Dog Food 
*Pedigree Small Dog Complete Nutrition 3x   
 
But we can help even more by giving these loving animals a new home 
to live in and a family to be loved by. One mother noted “Our pets bring out the best in the kids in responsibility, 
kindness, affection, first-aid, and concern for other living things... Pets also help prepare children for later life 
experiences, from pregnancy, birth, and rearing of offspring to the illness and death of a loved one.” Adopt one at Second 
Chance For Animals, Inc., or continue donating to them at secondchanceforanimals.org. Your new best friend is just 
around the corner! 

Thoughts   
By Amour Henry (grade 8) 
 
Martin Luther King had an 
American dream 
Black and white people 
On the same team  
He wanted to make a 
Kinder place with his  
Own two hands  
He planted seeds with  
His speeches and marches  
He had tolerance for all 
Races and creeds 
He taught us to treat  
People kindly and  
Do what is fair 
We can’t let his dream  
vanish  
He dreamed we’d live as brothers  
and sisters, 
Having love for one another  
Let’s keep his dream alive  
through me and you  
“Let no man pull you  
So low as to hate” 
He said  
He had a dream, yes he did 
He had a dream indeed he did 
 

Donuts gift card. 
 
Thank you to those 
who made this 
contest possible, as 
well as those who 
participated.  
And of course, 
congratulations to 
the winners! 
 
 
 

 

	

My body, it hurts.  My body, it hurts no more  
 By Rafaella Floirendo (grade 7) 
 
My body 
It hurts 
My eyes are forced to look around with a thin layer of 
rage red  
My body 
It hurts 
I walk around with frustration and HATE for those 
around me. 
My body 
It hurts 
When I look around I see others gracefully walking in a 
pure white cloud 
And I?  I walk around heavily surrounded in fire and 
ash. 
My body, it is tied down to a chain with this curse of 
feeling no love, I’m jealous and angry at those who can 
love. 
I want to give people love and not hate. 
I want to live in the light of love, this hate is too great of 
a burden for my body to carry. 
I close my hateful eyes and lay down wishing for this to 
all fade away. 
I want to back all the trouble I had given to others 
I felt the redness seep out of my body relieving all the 
pain, it was like a miracle. 
My body 
It hurts no more 
My eyes look around with the clearest of vision 
My body 
It hurts no more 
I walk around hand in hand with my brothers and sisters 
around me 
My body it hurts no more 
I lend a helping hand to those engulfed with hatred 
And I? I am now floating on a pure white cloud.  My 
body is finally free from the burden I call hatred. 
 

MLK Poetry Contest Results  By: Malinda Qian 
   FMS held a poetry contest in the month of Martin Luther 
King Jr, and here are the results! Out of 23 submissions (3 of 
which were by teachers), 8th grader Amour Henry and 7th 
grader Rafaella Floirendo were chosen by National Junior 
Honor Society members as the winners. They won a Dunkin’  



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Voices of the Knights By: Bri Luciano 
 
  Did you know FMS has its
  very own special choir group 
  called the Voices of the  
  Knight's? These students are 
  wonderful, gifted and talented 
singers who present themselves in front of the 
students at FMS to share their voices. These 11 
musical students are Sarah Stefaniak, Alex 
Parrone, Elle Lisner, Evelyn Rodriguez, Cali 
Furlong, Bryan Mora, Dylan Rehfuss, Taylor 
Saunders, Michael Allegro, Jeury Rodriguez, 
Karalyn Cornell. This is the first year of this 
choir with Ms. Radvanski as the Choir Director. 
This choir group is made up of a diverse group 
of FMS students including some cognitively 
impaired students and a cross section of 7th and 
8th graders. The reason this choir is special is 
because it gives some students who might not be 
able to do other activities a chance to participate 
and make them feel just like any other FMS 
students. The choir group practices during 
school and has performed for the school 
assemblies at FMS. Ms. Radvanski remarked, “I 
enjoy directing the Voices of the Knights, 
because I love watching the connections 
students are able to make with peers that they 
may not otherwise have the opportunity to get to 
know.” They are glad to have found their voices. 
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Game Review: Guacamelee  
By: Joseph Fadairo 
 

 
On: Playstation 3, Playstation Vita  PC, Xbox 360, Xbox One, 
Wii U. While on Steam, I came across this little gem. It’s a 
Mexican inspired brawl, and man, is it fun! You play as Juan, a 
nobody farmer. One day the president’s daughter is kidnapped by 
a skeleton named Carlos Calaca to be sacrificed. In attempt to 
save her, Juan is killed. In the world of the dead you are given a 
luchador mask, starting your adventure. On your journey to 
suplex Carlos, you learn new abilities and fight many skeletons. 
The art style is colorful and vibrant, and the music complements 
it. I can’t count the times I stopped and just listened to the music 
or stared at the beautiful scenery. But let’s not forget the action--
You punch. You kick. You throw someone across the room. All I 
can say is; Guacamelee is a great use of time. 
 

Teachers Who Make Magic 
By: Joseph Fadairo 
Congratulations! Ms. Deborah Cooke, 8th grade 
Language Arts teacher an NJHS advisor, was nominated 
for 2017 Class of Teachers Who Make Magic. On 
February 3rd you may have heard her story on the 
Magic Morning Show. If you missed it you can see her 
story on Magic 98.3’s website.  
 

	

Corny Jokes  
 
*A policeman pulls over a speeding driver. 
     Cop: Sir, your eyes are red. Have you been 
drinking? 
      Driver: But officer, your eyes look glazed. Have 
you been eating donuts? 
 
*What do you do in a super quiet 
 biology class? 
 You break the science. 
 
 

	
The pet-adoption kids from Ms. Auguste and Ms. Bandeira’s class. 

	


